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Retirement Announcement 

Michael J. Gilbert, Ph. D., NACRJ Co-Founder & Executive Director 
 
July 8, 2021 
 
Dear NACRJ Members, 
 
For the last eight years it has been an honor to serve as your Executive Director for the National 
Association of Community and Restorative Justice.  As you may have heard, I am nearing 
retirement as Executive Director.  What NACRJ members and the leadership team have 
accomplished since the founding of NACRJ in 2013 is amazing.  Reflecting on that time fills me 
with great pride and deep personal satisfaction.  What was once an abstract idea about what 
might be is now real. 
 
If everything goes to plan, a new Executive Director will be hired within a month or two and I 
will retire.  The new Executive Director will guide NACRJ into the future.   
 
While I will no longer serve as Executive Director, I will continue to assist NACRJ as a consultant 
working closely with the new Executive Director through the 8th NACRJ Conference in Chicago 
(July 6-9, 2022) and for some time thereafter. 
 
Four years ago, I retired from the University of Texas at San Antonio.  Since then, I have been 
working toward creating an opportunity to step down as Executive Director.  NACRJ has grown, 
developed, expanded, become stronger and more stable.  It is now able to hire a full-time 
Executive Director.  This change represents a critical transition away from an all-volunteer 
model of organization toward a model that is led by volunteers but staffed by employees.  The 
new Executive Director will be the first NACRJ employee.   
 
I am proud of what we have accomplished.  My heart is full.  I am happy and at peace.  The 
future of NACRJ is very bright. 
 
I look forward to seeing each of you in Chicago at the 8th NACRJ Conference (July 6-9, 2022). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mike  

National Association of  
Community and Restorative Justice 
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